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The World  Health Organization (WHO) and Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) is monitoring a recent outbreak of what is being referred to as 
the Human Swine Influenza in Mexico. Currently, the WHO’s pandemic alert 
remains unchanged, although they continue to monitor very closely. Around the 
world, there are reported cases of the virus. 

The Current WHO Alert is a Phase 3

In Phase 3, an animal or human-animal influenza reassortant virus has 
caused   sporadic cases or small clusters of disease in people, but has not resulted 
in human-to-human transmission sufficient to sustain community-level outbreaks. 
Limited human-to-human transmission may occur under some circumstances, for 
example, when there is close contact between an infected person and an 
unprotected caregiver. However, limited transmission under such restricted 
circumstances does not indicate that the virus has gained the level of 
transmissibility among humans necessary to cause a pandemic.

Current US Case Count

Human cases of swine influenza A (H1N1) virus infection have been 
identified in the United States. Human cases of swine influenza A (H1N1) virus 
infection also have been identified internationally. The current U.S. case count is 
provided below.

Investigations are ongoing to determine the source of the infection and whether 
additional people have been infected with swine influenza viruses.

CDC is working very closely with officials in states where human cases of swine 
influenza A (H1N1) have identified, as well with health officials in Mexico, 
Canada and the World Health Organization. This includes deploying staff 
domestically and internationally to provide guidance and technical support. CDC 
has activated its Emergency Operations Center to coordinate this investigation.

Laboratory testing has found swine influenza A (H1N1) virus susceptible to the 
prescription antiviral drugs oseltamivir and zanamivir and has issued interim 
guidance for the use of these drugs to treat and prevent infection with swine 
influenza viruses. CDC also has prepared interim guidance on how to care for 
people who are sick and interim guidance on the use of face masks in a 
community setting where spread of this swine flu virus has been detected. This is 
a rapidly evolving situation and CDC will provide new information as it becomes 
available. 


